Running Head: TOMB OF QIN SHI HUANGDI                                                                         1

TOMB OF QIN SHI HUANGDI                                                                                                   2








Tomb of Qin Shi Huangdi
Name
Institutional Affiliation
Date







Tomb of Qin Shi Huangdi
1. What and where is your chosen archaeological site?
An archaeological site is a place with evidence of past activity. The archaeological site which interests me is the tomb of Qin Shi Huangdi found in China. The monument lies thirty kilometers from modern Xian in China. The site was discovered in 1974 by workers digging a well in Xian. The tomb contains the remains of China's first emperor, who died in 210 B.C.E(Roach, 2019). Qin was a ruthless emperor who became emperor at the age of thirteen years. Ying Zheng, which was his name before uniting warring kingdoms, took power in 246 BC and by 221 B.C and he had unified most of the warring kingdom (Roach, 2019). These kingdoms had been at war for 250 years. Qin is remembered for his achievement as during his reign, he standardized coins, measures, and weights. He also interconnected states with canals and roads. Again, he was the first to construct the first version of the Great Wall of China (Ma et al., 2016).
2. What has been discovered on the site?
Archaeologists discovered an estimate of 8000 human size clay soldiers, who were dressed for battle and positioned according to rank. All 8000 soldiers had unique facial expressions. The soldiers were in trench-like corridors (Roach, 2019). The corridors also had horses, four abreast with wooden chariots. Upon further excavation, the archaeologists discovered swords, arrows, and other weapons all in good condition. According to archaeologists, the terra-cotta army, as it is known, was created to accompany the emperor in his afterlife (Williams, 2016).According to court writing of a historian by the name Siam Qian following the Han dynasty, Qin ordered for the construction of the mausoleum shortly after taking power (Roach, 2019). About 700,000 workers are said to have worked at the mausoleum. Unfortunately, the construction came to a stop in 209 BC during an uprising and after the death of the emperor. 
3. What does the site reveal about prehistory and or human history?
The site reveals that an emperor was a very powerful person since the construction of the mausoleum required many laborers and materials. Again, it shows that the emperor believed in life after death since the soldiers were made to protect him in the afterlife. Also, it reveals that humans were creative as they were able to make live sized soldiers with unique facial expressions.
4. Why is the site important?
The site is important as it reveals the history of China. It also demonstrates the life and power of the first emperor. Qin ordered for the construction of the mausoleum as he wanted to have the same power he had when he was alive in his afterlife (Huang, 2017).
5. What are the unanswered questions that still remain about this archaeological site?
There are many unanswered questions about the site. More is yet to be found since the excavation of the tomb is on hold at the moment. The Chinese government said that they could not finance the excavation of such a project, and so they decided to put it on hold (Roach, 2019). Notably, Qin’s tomb has not been excavated (Roach, 2019). However, Siam Qian writings state that more treasures are yet to be discovered. Siam's writings say that Qin tomb is filled with modern palaces, offices, pavilion, vessels, and precious stones but this assertion has not been proved (Roach, 2019). His writings also state that the tomb contains replicas of Area Rivers made with mercury flowing to the sea but enough evidence is still missing. Chinese archaeologists using remote-sensing technology have revealed an underground chamber with stair-like walls which is said to have been constructed for the emperor’s soul. Again, experimental pits around the tombs revealed musicians, dancers, and acrobats in mid-performance a contract to the soldiers ready for battle (Roach, 2019). Although all of the monuments contents have not been excavated, what has been found shows creativity and power from the people and the emperor as well.
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